80 useful and creative ways to say hello in Portuguese


Are you planning a trip to a Portuguese speaking country or perhaps trying to improve your communication with business clients from around the world? As people say, the first impression is the most important, and learning how to properly say hello in Portuguese pronunciation is key for that.

It is very easy to say "oi" and "olá", and that in itself is a good start, but greeting people in an adequate manner at each specific situation goes a long way, and there are many ways to say hi in Portuguese.

[bookmark: __DdeLink__3827_1120434605]With over 270 million speakers around the world, and being the official language in 9 countries, Portuguese is a very useful language to be learned, and in this article we will go through 80 different ways to say hello in Portuguese in order to improve your first impressions and overall communication skills.

Why is it important to know how to say hello in Portuguese?

Greeting people is usually the first and one of the most important social skills we develop. With so many different languages spoken around the world, it is common for us to stick to English in international communication, however, speaking to someone in their native language is a sign of respect and shows that you are willing to go the extra mile in order to build the best possible relations.

[bookmark: __DdeLink__3843_1120434605]Furthermore, by learning different ways to say hello in Portuguese in any situation, you will be practicing your general pronunciation and understanding of the language, turning you into a confident speaker in no time!

Firstly, how do you actually say "hello" and "hi" in Portuguese?

To start off with the basics, in Portuguese "hello" is "olá" and "hi" is "oi". Pretty simple, right? But keep in mind that the pronunciation in English is very different to that of Portuguese, especially when it comes to vowels.

In order to be a confident speaker of the Portuguese language, you should make the effort to understand this different pronunciation and practice until you get to the point of sounding convincing to native speakers.

The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is a very useful tool to learn how to say hi in Portuguese, and understanding it will make it so much easier to pronounce all the different forms of greeting without having to memorize the pronunciation of each one individually.
80 other ways to say hi in Portuguese

The guide below will present you with 80 distinct ways to say hello in Portuguese, along with the English translation of each greeting and a pronunciation guide according to the IPA standards, or phonetic spelling. It will also cover some country-specific greetings from a few Portuguese speaking countries around the world. Ready? So let's check it out!

Common greetings in Portuguese
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Hi.
	Oi.
	ˈoj 

	Hello.
	Olá.
	oˈla 

	How is it going?
	[bookmark: __DdeLink__3085_573022459]Como vai?
	ˈkɔmu ˈvaj 

	Are you well?
	Tudo bem?
	ˈtudu ˈbẽj̃ 

	Hello, folks!
	[bookmark: __DdeLink__2703_573022459]Olá, pessoal!
	oˈla, pesoˈaw!  

	Hello, friends!
	[bookmark: __DdeLink__2717_573022459]Olá, amigos!
	oˈla, ɐˈmiɡuʃ!  

	Hello, how is it going?
	[bookmark: __DdeLink__2724_573022459]Olá, como vai?
	oˈla, ˈkɔmu ˈvaj? 

	Hello, are you well?
	[bookmark: __DdeLink__2732_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__2736_573022459]Olá, tudo bem?
	oˈla, ˈtudu ˈbẽj̃?

	Hello, how are things going?
	[bookmark: __DdeLink__2743_573022459]Olá, como vão as coisas?
	oˈla, ˈkɔmu ˈvɐ̃w̃ aʃ ˈkojzaʃ? 




Casual and informal greetings in Portuguese
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Hey!
	Ei!
	ˈej! 

	What's up!
	E aí!
	i aˈi! 

	Speak!
	Fala!
	ˈfalɐ! 

	Speak there!
	Fala aí!
	ˈfalɐ aˈi! 

	Speak to me!
	Fala comigo!
	ˈfalɐ koˈmiɡu! 

	All good?
	Tudo certo?
	ˈtudu ˈsɛʁtu? 

	Chill?
	Tranquilo?
	tɾɐ̃ˈkilu? 

	What's good?
	Qual a boa?
	ˈkwaw a ˈboɐ? 

	What's up?
	Qual é?
	ˈkwaw ˈɛ? 

	Hey!
	Opa!
	ˈɔpɐ! 

	OK?
	Beleza?
	beˈlɛzɐ? 

	Say there.
	Diz aí.
	ˈdʒiz aˈi.



[bookmark: __DdeLink__3014_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__3202_573022459]Formal greetings in Portuguese
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Hello, how are you doing?
	Olá, como vai você?
	oˈla, ˈkɔmu ˈvaj voˈse? 

	It's a pleasure.
	É um prazer.
	ˈɛ ˈũ pɾaˈzeʁ. 

	Hello, pleasure to meet you.
	Olá, prazer em conhecer.
	oˈla, pɾaˈzeʁ ˈẽj̃ koɲeˈseʁ. 

	Enchanted.
	Encantado.
	ẽkɐ̃ˈtadu. 

	It's an honor.
	É uma honra.
	ˈɛ ˈumɐ ˈõʁɐ. 

	Greetings.
	Saudações.
	sawdaˈsõj̃ʃ. 

	Hello, Sir.
	Olá, Senhor.
	oˈla, seˈɲɔʁ. 

	Hello, Mrs.
	Olá, Senhora.
	oˈla, seˈɲɔɾɐ. 

	Hello, lad.
	Olá, rapaz.
	oˈla, ʁaˈpaʃ. 

	Hello, miss.
	Olá, senhorita.
	oˈla, seɲoˈɾitɐ. 



[bookmark: __DdeLink__3593_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__3593_573022459]

[bookmark: __DdeLink__3593_5730224591]Email greetings in Portuguese
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Dearest.
	Prezado.
	pɾeˈzadu. 

	Dearest.
	Prezada.
	pɾeˈzadɐ. 

	Dear Sir.
	Caro Senhor.
	ˈkaɾu seˈɲɔʁ. 

	Dear Mrs.
	Cara Senhora.
	ˈkaɾɐ seˈɲɔɾɐ. 

	Mr. [name]
	Senhor
	seˈɲɔʁ

	Mrs. [name]
	Senhora
	seˈɲɔɾɐ

	Honourable.
	Excelentíssimos.
	iʃselẽˈtʃisimuʃ. 


[bookmark: __DdeLink__4043_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__4119_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__4043_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__4119_573022459]
[bookmark: __DdeLink__4652_573022459]Morning greetings in Portuguese
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Good morning.
	Bom dia.
	ˈbõ ˈdʒiɐ.

	What a beautiful day!
	Que lindo dia!
	ki ˈlĩdu ˈdʒiɐ! 

	[Did you] Sleep well?
	Dormiu bem?
	doʁˈmiw ˈbẽj̃? 



[bookmark: __DdeLink__4451_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__4466_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__4451_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__4466_573022459]
Afternoon greetings in Portuguese
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Good afternoon.
	Boa tarde.
	ˈboɐ ˈtaʁdʒi!

	How was your day?
	Como foi seu dia?
	ˈkɔmu ˈfoj ˈsew ˈdʒiɐ? 

	Good evening.
	Boa noite.
	ˈboɐ ˈnojtʃi! 


[bookmark: __DdeLink__4671_573022459]How to answer the phone in Portuguese
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Hello?
	Alô?
	aˈlo? 

	Hello, who is it?
	Alô, quem fala?
	aˈlo, ˈkẽj̃ ˈfalɐ? 

	Hello, who's speaking?
	Alô, quem está falando?
	aˈlo, ˈkẽj̃ iʃˈta faˈlɐ̃du? 

	Hello, who do you wish to speak with?
	Alô, com quem gostaria de falar?
	aˈlo, ˈkõ ˈkẽj̃ ɡoʃtaˈɾiɐ dʒi faˈlaʁ? 

	Yes?
	Sim?
	ˈsĩ? 

	How may I help you?
	Como posso ajudar?
	ˈkɔmu ˈpɔsu aʒuˈdaʁ? 

	Say it.
	Diga.
	ˈdʒiɡɐ. 

	This is him.
	Aqui é ele.
	[bookmark: variantsID-11]aˈki ˈɛ ˈeli. 

	This is her.
	Aqui é ela.
	aˈki ˈɛ ˈɛlɐ .



[bookmark: __DdeLink__4927_573022459]Seasonal greetings
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Happy birthday!
	Feliz aniversário!
	feˈliz ɐniveʁˈsaɾiu! 

	Merry Christmas!
	Feliz Natal!
	feˈliʒ naˈtaw! 

	Happy New Year!
	Feliz Ano Novo!
	feˈliz ˈɐnu ˈnɔvu! 

	Happy Easter!
	Feliz Páscoa!
	feˈliʃ ˈpaʃkuɐ! 

	Happy Mother's Day!
	Feliz Dia das Mães!
	feˈliʒ ˈdʒiɐ ˈdaʒ ˈmɐ̃j̃ʃ! 

	Happy Father's Day!
	Feliz Dia dos Pais!
	feˈliʒ ˈdʒiɐ ˈdɔʃ ˈpajʃ! 



[bookmark: __DdeLink__5402_573022459]Country-specific greetings
Brazil:
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	What's up, my brother.
	E aí, meu irmão.
	i aˈi, ˈmew iʁˈmɐ̃w̃. 

	What's up, chap.
	E aí, meu chapa.
	i aˈi, ˈmew ˈʃapɐ. 

	What's up, fellow.
	E aí, colega.
	i aˈi, koˈlɛɡɐ. 

	What's up, bro.
	E aí, mano.
	i aˈi, ˈmɐnu. 

	Speak, my king!
	Fala, meu rei!
	ˈfalɐ, ˈmew ˈʁej! 

	Speak, guys!
	Fala, galera!
	ˈfalɐ, ɡaˈleɾɐ! 

	Speak, champion!
	Fala, campeão!
	 ˈfalɐ, kɐ̃ˈpjɐ̃w̃! 

	Speak, fish!
	Fala, peixe!
	ˈfalɐ, ˈpejʃi! 

	Hey, goat.
	Ei, cabra.
	ˈej, ˈkabɾɐ.

	Hey, little brother.
	Ei, maninho.
	ˈej, mɐˈniɲu. 



[bookmark: __DdeLink__5728_573022459]Portugal:
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Hello.
	Alô.
	aˈlo. 

	Good ones.
	Boas.
	ˈbɔaʃ. 

	How is that.
	Como é que é.
	ˈkɔmu ˈɛ ki ˈɛ. 

	How are you going.
	Como é que vais.
	ˈkɔmu ˈɛ ki ˈvajʃ. 

	So, all good?
	Então, tudo bem?
	ẽˈtɐ̃w̃, ˈtudu ˈbẽj̃? 

	So, how are we?
	Então, como estamos?
	ẽˈtɐ̃w̃, ˈkɔmu iʃˈtɐmuʃ? 


[bookmark: __DdeLink__6333_573022459][bookmark: __DdeLink__6333_573022459]
[bookmark: __DdeLink__6333_5730224591]Angola:
	English
	Portuguese
	IPA pronunciation

	Hey.
	Tché.
	ˈtʃɛ. 

	Hey.
	Ché.
	ˈʃɛ. 

	Hi.
	Oie.
	ˈoji. 

	How are you?
	Tá numa?
	ˈta ˈnumɐ? 

	How is that.
	Mekie.
	meˈii. 



[bookmark: __DdeLink__6598_573022459]
FAQs for Portuguese greetings
What's the difference between greeting a friend versus a colleague or professional acquaintance in Portuguese?
People from Portuguese speaking countries are usually very enthusiastic, and even though professional relationships may begin as reserved, it turns into a much more friendly context in no time. It is worth noting the cultural differences of each country though, for example, people from Portugal tend to be more formal when in public, while Brazilian and African portuguese speakers tend to adopt the casual way of speech much more often.
The key here is to balance enthusiasm with politeness: Portuguese in professional situations is a friendly display of respect!
And when it comes to close friends, that enthusiastic nature is at its peak! 
Expect merry times when hanging out with your Portuguese speaking friends!

What are some Portuguese greeting faux-pas?
First of all, we need to address the elephant in the room: do not compare Portuguese with Spanish! A lot of tourists do that, and it is considered very disrespectful by any native Portuguese speaker.

Furthermore, people from Portuguese speaking countries expect a "smooch" on the cheek when greeting someone, or even two or more depending on the location you're visiting. That is usually applied to greetings between two women or between a man and a woman who are already acquainted. In other situations, the usual handshake is fine!

What's the next step after learning how to say hi in Portuguese?

Portuguese is a very fun language to learn, and learning it will enable you not only to establish new personal and business relations, but also to access the deeply interesting cultures of a handful of countries. After practicing and mastering the ways to say hello in Portuguese pronunciation, you will be more than prepared to dive even further into that awesome language and learn Portuguese like a pro!
[bookmark: __DdeLink__6598_5730224591][bookmark: __DdeLink__6598_5730224591]



