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Whether you're a seasoned golfer or a newcomer to the game, the allure of 
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adventure.

How We Ranked the Courses

Ranking golf courses is no small feat. It requires a deep understanding of the 
game, extensive research, and firsthand experience. In this e-book, we have 
used a comprehensive set of criteria to evaluate each course, ensuring a fair 
and thorough assessment. Our goal is to provide you with a reliable and 
insightful ranking that reflects the true quality and character of each course.
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This e-book is structured to provide you with detailed information on the 
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unique features, history, and amenities, giving you a complete picture of 
what to expect. Additionally, we'll share tips for planning your golf trips, and 
highlight hidden gems. Whether you're looking for a challenging round, a 
picturesque setting, or a luxurious golfing experience, this e-book has 
something for everyone.
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Golf Glean
My Journey and Passion for Golf

We're Charlie and Ava Green, the duo behind "Golf 
Glean." Our shared journey in the world of golf has 

been a tapestry of lessons, from the technicalities 

of a swing to the heart and soul of the game. 
Together, we created "Golf Glean" to distill our 

collective wisdom, offering insights for beginners 
and aficionados alike.

When we're not compiling valuable content for the 

website, you'll find us on the greens, or delving 
into the newest golf innovations. Join us, as we 

explore and celebrate the nuances of this timeless 

sport.

Through "Golf Glean," we aim to inspire and guide 
you, whether you're just starting out or looking to 

elevate your game. We're passionate about 

sharing our experiences and the latest 
developments in the golfing world. Let's embark 

on this golfing adventure together, exploring the 
best courses, mastering techniques, and 

embracing the spirit of the game.
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Chapter 1: Criteria for Ranking Golf 
Courses
To create a fair and comprehensive ranking of the top golf courses in North America, we employed a set of 

well-defined criteria. These criteria ensure that each course is evaluated on multiple dimensions, capturing 
its overall quality and player experience. Here are the key factors we considered:

Course Design and Layout
The design and layout of a golf course are fundamental to its appeal. We assessed the architectural 

creativity, strategic elements, and overall flow of the course. A great design offers a balance of challenge 

and playability, incorporating natural features and providing a variety of shot options.

Key Aspects:

Architectural style and influence

Strategic placement of hazards and obstacles

Variety and uniqueness of holes

Integration with the natural landscape

Course Conditions and Maintenance
A well-maintained course enhances the playing experience. We evaluated the quality of the greens, 

fairways, bunkers, and rough. Consistent maintenance ensures that the course remains in top condition, 

providing a fair and enjoyable round for players.

Key Aspects:

Quality of greens (speed, smoothness, firmness)

Fairway conditions (grass type, cut, and coverage)

Bunker quality (sand type, raking)

Overall course upkeep and landscaping

Difficulty Level and Playability
A course's difficulty level should challenge players while remaining enjoyable. We considered the variety of 
tee boxes, length of the course, and design elements that influence playability. A well-designed course 

caters to different skill levels, offering both challenge and fun.

Key Aspects:

Variety of tee boxes and yardage options

Presence of water hazards, bunkers, and rough

Green complexes and putting challenges

Overall balance of difficulty and playability

Amenities and Facilities
The amenities and facilities available at a golf course can significantly enhance the overall experience. We 
assessed the quality of the clubhouse, pro shop, practice areas, and other facilities. Top courses offer 

excellent customer service, dining options, and additional amenities such as spas and locker rooms.

Key Aspects:

Clubhouse design and amenities

Pro shop variety and quality

Practice facilities (driving range, putting green, short game area)

Additional amenities (dining, spa, locker rooms)

Scenery and Surroundings
The natural beauty and surroundings of a golf course add to its allure. We evaluated the scenic views, 
landscape features, and overall ambiance of each course. A stunning setting can elevate the golfing 

experience, providing a sense of tranquility and escape.

Key Aspects:

Scenic views and landscape diversity

Integration with natural features (trees, water, hills)

Overall ambiance and aesthetic appeal

Wildlife and natural surroundings

Historical Significance
Historical significance adds depth and character to a golf course. We considered courses with rich histories, 
notable events, and legendary players. Historical courses often carry a sense of tradition and prestige, 

attracting golf enthusiasts and history buffs alike.

Key Aspects:

Historical milestones and events

Notable tournaments and championships

Legendary players and their achievements

Course legacy and influence on the sport

Reviews and Reputation
Player reviews and expert opinions provide valuable insights into a golf course's quality. We gathered 
feedback from golfers, golf magazines, and industry experts. A course's reputation reflects its consistency, 

service quality, and overall player satisfaction.

Key Aspects:

Player reviews and ratings

Golf magazine rankings and awards

Expert opinions and testimonials

Consistency in quality and service

Accessibility and Location
The accessibility and location of a golf course can impact its appeal. We considered the ease of access, 

nearby accommodations, and travel convenience. A conveniently located course with good accessibility 
attracts a wider range of players.

Key Aspects:

Proximity to major cities and airports

Availability of nearby accommodations

Ease of access and transportation options

Local attractions and activities

By meticulously evaluating each course based on these criteria, we aim to provide a comprehensive and 

reliable ranking of the top golf courses in North America. This e-book is designed to guide you in discovering 
and experiencing the best that the continent has to offer, helping you make informed decisions for your 

next golfing adventure.



Chapter 2: Top 30 Golf Courses in the 
USA
The United States is home to some of the most iconic and prestigious golf courses in the world. From the 

storied fairways of Augusta National to the breathtaking cliffs of Pebble Beach, each course offers a unique 
blend of challenge, beauty, and history. In this chapter, we'll explore the top golf courses in the USA, ranked 

and reviewed to help you plan your next golfing adventure. 

Overview of Golf in the USA
Golf has a rich history in the United States, with the game being played since the late 19th century. The 

country boasts a diverse range of courses, from coastal links to desert layouts, catering to all skill levels and 
preferences. The PGA Tour, the premier professional golf tour in the world, hosts many of its events on these 

legendary courses, further cementing their status in the golfing community. 

List of Ranked Courses
Augusta National Golf Club, Georgia1.

Pebble Beach Golf Links, California2.

Pinehurst No. 2, North Carolina3.

TPC Sawgrass, Florida4.

Shinnecock Hills, New York5.

Oakmont Country Club, Pennsylvania6.

Cypress Point Club, California7.

Whistling Straits, Wisconsin8.

Winged Foot Golf Club, New York9.

Muirfield Village Golf Club, Ohio10.

Bethpage Black, New York11.

Pine Valley Golf Club, New Jersey12.

Merion Golf Club (East Course), Pennsylvania13.

The Country Club, Massachusetts14.

Seminole Golf Club, Florida15.

Riviera Country Club, California16.

Harbour Town Golf Links, South Carolina17.

Oakland Hills Country Club (South Course), Michigan18.

Torrey Pines (South Course), California19.

Bandon Dunes (Bandon Dunes Course), Oregon20.

Baltusrol Golf Club (Lower Course), New Jersey21.

Ocean Course at Kiawah Island, South Carolina22.

Bethpage State Park (Black Course), New York23.

Chambers Bay, Washington24.

Spyglass Hill Golf Course, California25.

Quaker Ridge Golf Club, New York26.

The Olympic Club (Lake Course), California27.

Riviera Country Club, California28.

Winged Foot Golf Club (West Course), New York29.

Fishers Island Club, New York30.



Rankings and Detailed Reviews
Let's dive into the rankings of the top golf courses in the USA. Each course has been evaluated based on 
design, conditions, playability, amenities, scenery, historical significance, reviews, and accessibility.

1. Augusta National Golf Club, Georgia

Overview: Home of the Masters Tournament, Augusta National is revered for its pristine conditions, 
challenging layout, and rich history.

Course Design: Designed by Bobby Jones and Alister MacKenzie, the course features undulating 

fairways, strategically placed bunkers, and fast greens.

Highlights: The iconic Amen Corner (holes 11, 12, and 13), the azalea blooms, and the Butler Cabin.

Amenities: World-class clubhouse, dining facilities, and exclusive member services.

Scenery: Immaculately landscaped with stunning floral displays and water features.

2. Pebble Beach Golf Links, California

Overview: A public course known for its dramatic coastal views and challenging holes, Pebble Beach 
has hosted numerous major championships.

Course Design: Designed by Jack Neville and Douglas Grant, the course hugs the rugged coastline, with 
several holes playing directly along the Pacific Ocean.

Highlights: The iconic par-3 7th hole and the breathtaking 18th hole along the ocean.

Amenities: Luxurious clubhouse, pro shop, practice facilities, and nearby resort accommodations.

Scenery: Spectacular ocean views, rocky cliffs, and crashing waves.

3. Pinehurst No. 2, North Carolina

Overview: Designed by Donald Ross, Pinehurst No. 2 is famous for its turtleback greens and strategic 

layout.

Course Design: Features wide fairways, natural sandscapes, and challenging green complexes.

Highlights: Host of multiple U.S. Open Championships and the unique double green shared by the 2nd 

and 16th holes.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, extensive practice facilities, and the Pinehurst Resort.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with pine trees, native grasses, and rolling terrain.

4. TPC Sawgrass, Florida

Overview: Home of the Players Championship, TPC Sawgrass is renowned for its challenging layout 

and the iconic island green on the 17th hole.

Course Design: Designed by Pete Dye, the course features narrow fairways, water hazards, and strategic 

bunkering.

Highlights: The famous par-3 17th hole, known for its island green, and the tough closing hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, excellent practice facilities, and comprehensive player services.

Scenery: Lush landscapes, numerous water features, and vibrant vegetation.

5. Shinnecock Hills, New York

Overview: One of the oldest golf courses in the USA, Shinnecock Hills is a classic links-style course with 

a storied history.

Course Design: Designed by William Flynn, the course features rolling fairways, deep bunkers, and fast, 

undulating greens.

Highlights: Host of multiple U.S. Open Championships and the historic clubhouse.

Amenities: Traditional clubhouse, pro shop, and practice facilities.

Scenery: Open landscapes with native grasses and stunning views of the Atlantic Ocean.

6. Oakmont Country Club, Pennsylvania

Overview: Known for its challenging layout and lightning-fast greens, Oakmont has hosted more major 
championships than any other course in the USA.

Course Design: Designed by Henry Fownes, the course features deep bunkers, narrow fairways, and 

severely sloped greens.

Highlights: The famous "Church Pews" bunker and the difficult closing stretch of holes.

Amenities: Classic clubhouse, pro shop, and extensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Rolling hills and meticulously maintained grounds.

7. Cypress Point Club, California

Overview: A private course known for its breathtaking coastal holes and exclusivity, Cypress Point is 
often ranked among the top courses in the world.

Course Design: Designed by Alister MacKenzie, the course features dramatic cliffs, ocean views, and 
challenging holes.

Highlights: The iconic par-3 16th hole, played over the Pacific Ocean.

Amenities: Exclusive clubhouse, pro shop, and member services.

Scenery: Stunning coastal scenery with rugged cliffs and serene ocean views.

8. Whistling Straits, Wisconsin

Overview: A links-style course designed by Pete Dye, Whistling Straits is known for its rugged terrain 

and challenging layout.

Course Design: Features deep bunkers, undulating fairways, and fescue-covered dunes.

Highlights: Host of multiple PGA Championships and the upcoming Ryder Cup.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and comprehensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Dramatic views of Lake Michigan and rugged, natural landscapes.

9. Winged Foot Golf Club, New York

Overview: A historic course with a reputation for being one of the most challenging in the world, 
Winged Foot has hosted numerous major championships.

Course Design: Designed by A.W. Tillinghast, the course features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and 
difficult greens.

Highlights: The famous par-4 18th hole and the club's storied history.

Amenities: Traditional clubhouse, pro shop, and practice facilities.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with mature trees and rolling terrain.

10. Muirfield Village Golf Club, Ohio

Overview: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, Muirfield Village is known for its immaculate conditions and 
challenging layout, and it hosts the annual Memorial Tournament.

Course Design: Features wide fairways, strategic bunkering, and fast greens.

Highlights: The challenging par-3 12th hole and the demanding finishing holes.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, extensive practice facilities, and tournament-quality services.

Scenery: Picturesque landscapes with mature trees, water features, and rolling hills.

11. Bethpage Black, New York

Overview: Known for its difficulty, Bethpage Black is a public course that has hosted multiple major 
championships.

Course Design: Designed by A.W. Tillinghast, it features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and challenging 

greens.

Highlights: The famous warning sign at the 1st tee and its reputation as one of the toughest courses in 

the country.

Amenities: Well-maintained clubhouse, practice facilities, and a comprehensive pro shop.

Scenery: Lush, tree-lined fairways and rolling terrain.

12. Pine Valley Golf Club, New Jersey

Overview: Often ranked as one of the top courses in the world, Pine Valley is known for its unique 

design and challenging layout.

Course Design: Designed by George Crump and H.S. Colt, it features a combination of penal, heroic, 

and strategic design elements.

Highlights: The famous par-3 5th hole and the demanding closing stretch.

Amenities: Exclusive clubhouse and top-tier practice facilities.

Scenery: Secluded setting with natural pine forests and sand barrens.

13. Merion Golf Club (East Course), Pennsylvania

Overview: A historic course known for its tight fairways and iconic wicker basket flags, Merion East has 
hosted numerous major championships.

Course Design: Designed by Hugh Wilson, it combines classic design with strategic challenges.

Highlights: The famous par-4 18th hole and the challenging stretch known as the "Quarry."

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, excellent practice facilities, and a well-stocked pro shop.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with rolling terrain and mature trees.

14. The Country Club, Massachusetts

Overview: One of the oldest golf clubs in the USA, The Country Club has a storied history and a 

challenging layout.

Course Design: Designed by multiple architects, including Willie Campbell and Rees Jones, it features a 

mix of classic and modern elements.

Highlights: Host of the 1999 Ryder Cup and several U.S. Opens.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, high-quality practice facilities, and a pro shop.

Scenery: Traditional New England landscape with rolling fairways and mature trees.

15. Seminole Golf Club, Florida

Overview: A private course known for its exclusivity and outstanding design, Seminole is revered by golf 

enthusiasts.

Course Design: Designed by Donald Ross, it features strategic bunkering, elevated greens, and a 

challenging layout.

Highlights: The scenic par-4 6th hole and the demanding back nine.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, practice facilities, and member services.

Scenery: Coastal views, rolling dunes, and well-maintained landscaping.

16. Riviera Country Club, California

Overview: Known for its challenging layout and storied history, Riviera is a regular stop on the PGA 
Tour.

Course Design: Designed by George C. Thomas, Jr., it features strategic bunkering, tight fairways, and 

fast greens.

Highlights: The iconic par-3 6th hole with a bunker in the middle of the green and the challenging par-4 

10th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and extensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Picturesque setting with rolling hills and scenic views.

17. Harbour Town Golf Links, South Carolina

Overview: Known for its iconic lighthouse and challenging layout, Harbour Town is a popular stop on 

the PGA Tour.

Course Design: Designed by Pete Dye and Jack Nicklaus, it features narrow fairways, small greens, and 

strategic bunkering.

Highlights: The famous par-4 18th hole along Calibogue Sound and the scenic par-3 17th hole.

Amenities: Excellent clubhouse, pro shop, and practice facilities.

Scenery: Coastal views, towering pines, and tranquil marshes.

18. Oakland Hills Country Club (South Course), Michigan

Overview: Known for its difficulty and rich history, Oakland Hills has hosted numerous major 
championships.

Course Design: Designed by Donald Ross and later renovated by Robert Trent Jones, it features narrow 

fairways, deep bunkers, and undulating greens.

Highlights: The challenging par-4 16th hole and the demanding closing stretch.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, pro shop, and extensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Rolling terrain, mature trees, and meticulously maintained grounds.

19. Torrey Pines (South Course), California

Overview: A public course known for its dramatic coastal views and challenging layout, Torrey Pines 
has hosted multiple major championships.

Course Design: Designed by William F. Bell and later renovated by Rees Jones, it features narrow 
fairways, deep bunkers, and challenging greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 3rd hole and the challenging par-4 18th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and comprehensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Stunning ocean views, rugged cliffs, and lush landscapes.

20. Bandon Dunes (Bandon Dunes Course), Oregon

Overview: Known for its natural beauty and links-style layout, Bandon Dunes offers a unique golfing 

experience.

Course Design: Designed by David McLay Kidd, it features wide fairways, rolling dunes, and challenging 

greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-4 4th hole along the Pacific Ocean and the dramatic par-3 16th hole.

Amenities: Rustic clubhouse, pro shop, and extensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Breathtaking ocean views, rugged coastal terrain, and pristine natural surroundings.

21. Baltusrol Golf Club (Lower Course), New Jersey

Overview: A historic course known for hosting major championships, Baltusrol's Lower Course offers a 

challenging and classic layout.

Course Design: Designed by A.W. Tillinghast, it features wide fairways, strategic bunkers, and 

undulating greens.

Highlights: The challenging par-3 4th hole and the demanding par-5 17th hole.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, pro shop, and excellent practice facilities.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with mature trees and rolling terrain.

22. Ocean Course at Kiawah Island, South Carolina

Overview: Known for its dramatic ocean views and challenging design, the Ocean Course has hosted 
multiple major championships.

Course Design: Designed by Pete Dye, it features narrow fairways, numerous water hazards, and 

challenging greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 17th hole and the demanding finishing hole along the ocean.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and comprehensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Stunning coastal views, rolling dunes, and ocean breezes.

23. Bethpage State Park (Black Course), New York

Overview: A public course known for its difficulty, Bethpage Black has hosted multiple major 
championships.

Course Design: Designed by A.W. Tillinghast, it features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and challenging 
greens.

Highlights: The famous warning sign at the 1st tee and its reputation as one of the toughest courses in 

the country.

Amenities: Well-maintained clubhouse, practice facilities, and a comprehensive pro shop.

Scenery: Lush, tree-lined fairways and rolling terrain.

24. Chambers Bay, Washington

Overview: A modern links-style course known for its unique design and stunning views of Puget Sound, 
Chambers Bay hosted the 2015 U.S. Open.

Course Design: Designed by Robert Trent Jones Jr., it features wide fairways, massive dunes, and 

challenging greens.

Highlights: The dramatic par-5 18th hole and the scenic par-3 15th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and extensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Breathtaking views of Puget Sound and rugged coastal terrain.

25. Spyglass Hill Golf Course, California

Overview: Known for its challenging layout and scenic beauty, Spyglass Hill is a favorite among golfers.

Course Design: Designed by Robert Trent Jones Sr., it features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and fast 

greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 4th hole and the challenging par-4 16th hole.

Amenities: Rustic clubhouse, pro shop, and excellent practice facilities.

Scenery: Stunning views of the Pacific Ocean and Del Monte Forest.

26. Quaker Ridge Golf Club, New York

Overview: A private course known for its challenging layout and pristine conditions, Quaker Ridge is 

often ranked among the top courses in the country.

Course Design: Designed by A.W. Tillinghast, it features strategic bunkering, narrow fairways, and 

undulating greens.

Highlights: The challenging par-4 8th hole and the demanding par-3 10th hole.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, pro shop, and comprehensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with mature trees and rolling terrain.

27. The Olympic Club (Lake Course), California

Overview: Known for its difficulty and rich history, the Lake Course has hosted multiple major 
championships.

Course Design: Designed by Sam Whiting and Willie Watson, it features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, 

and fast greens.

Highlights: The challenging par-4 18th hole and the scenic par-3 8th hole.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, pro shop, and excellent practice facilities.

Scenery: Rolling terrain, mature trees, and stunning views of Lake Merced.

28. Riviera Country Club, California

Overview: Known for its challenging layout and storied history, Riviera is a regular stop on the PGA 
Tour.

Course Design: Designed by George C. Thomas, Jr., it features strategic bunkering, tight fairways, and 
fast greens.

Highlights: The iconic par-3 6th hole with a bunker in the middle of the green and the challenging par-4 

10th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and extensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Picturesque setting with rolling hills and scenic views.

29. Winged Foot Golf Club (West Course), New York

Overview: Known for its challenging layout and storied history, Winged Foot's West Course has hosted 
numerous major championships.

Course Design: Designed by A.W. Tillinghast, the course features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and 

difficult greens.

Highlights: The famous par-4 18th hole and the club's storied history.

Amenities: Traditional clubhouse, pro shop, and practice facilities.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with mature trees and rolling terrain.

30. Fishers Island Club, New York

Overview: An exclusive private course known for its scenic beauty and challenging layout, Fishers 
Island is often ranked among the top courses in the country.

Course Design: Designed by Seth Raynor, it features strategic bunkering, undulating fairways, and 
challenging greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 5th hole and the challenging par-4 18th hole.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, pro shop, and excellent practice facilities.

Scenery: Stunning views of Long Island Sound and the Atlantic Ocean.



Chapter 3: Top 10 Golf Courses in 
Canada
Canada, with its stunning landscapes and diverse climates, offers some of the most beautiful and 

challenging golf courses in North America. From the breathtaking coastal views of Nova Scotia to the 

majestic mountain ranges of Alberta, Canadian golf courses provide a unique and unforgettable experience. 
In this chapter, we'll explore the top golf courses in Canada, ranked and reviewed to help you plan your next 

golfing adventure.

Overview of Golf in Canada
Golf has a significant following in Canada, with the game being played across the country since the late 19th 
century. The nation's varied geography has led to a wide range of course designs, from traditional parkland 

layouts to rugged links-style courses. Canadian golf courses are known for their natural beauty, meticulous 

maintenance, and challenging play. The Canadian Open, part of the PGA Tour, highlights the country's rich 
golfing heritage and showcases some of its top courses.

List of Ranked Courses
Cabot Links, Nova Scotia1.

St. George's Golf and Country Club, Ontario2.

Banff Springs Golf Club, Alberta3.

Highlands Links, Nova Scotia4.

Jasper Park Lodge Golf Course, Alberta5.

Hamilton Golf and Country Club, Ontario6.

Fairmont Chateau Whistler Golf Club, British Columbia7.

Royal Montreal Golf Club (Blue Course), Quebec8.

Glen Abbey Golf Club, Ontario9.

Capilano Golf and Country Club, British Columbia10.



Rankings and Detailed Reviews

Let's dive into the rankings of the top golf courses in Canada. Each course has been evaluated based on 
design, conditions, playability, amenities, scenery, historical significance, reviews, and accessibility.

1. Cabot Links, Nova Scotia

Overview: Situated on the stunning coastline of Cape Breton, Cabot Links is Canada's first true links 

course and is renowned for its breathtaking ocean views and challenging layout.

Course Design: Designed by Rod Whitman, the course features wide fairways, natural sand dunes, and 

firm, fast greens.

Highlights: The dramatic par-5 15th hole along the coast and the scenic par-3 17th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, luxurious lodging options, and excellent dining facilities.

Scenery: Spectacular ocean views, rugged coastal terrain, and pristine natural surroundings.

2. St. George's Golf and Country Club, Ontario

Overview: Located in Toronto, St. George's is one of Canada's most prestigious courses, known for its 
challenging layout and immaculate conditions.

Course Design: Designed by Stanley Thompson, the course features tight fairways, strategically placed 

bunkers, and undulating greens.

Highlights: The demanding par-4 5th hole and the picturesque par-3 13th hole.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, comprehensive practice facilities, and a well-stocked pro shop.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with mature trees and rolling terrain.

3. Banff Springs Golf Club, Alberta

Overview: Nestled in the heart of the Canadian Rockies, Banff Springs offers a unique golfing 
experience with stunning mountain views and challenging play.

Course Design: Designed by Stanley Thompson, the course features wide fairways, dramatic elevation 
changes, and fast greens.

Highlights: The iconic par-3 4th hole, known as "Devil's Cauldron," and the scenic par-5 15th hole.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, pro shop, and luxurious resort accommodations.

Scenery: Breathtaking views of the Rocky Mountains, lush forests, and the Bow River.

4. Highlands Links, Nova Scotia

Overview: Located in Cape Breton Highlands National Park, Highlands Links is known for its rugged 

beauty and challenging layout.

Course Design: Designed by Stanley Thompson, the course features narrow fairways, natural hazards, 
and undulating greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 15th hole and the challenging par-5 16th hole.

Amenities: Rustic clubhouse, pro shop, and excellent practice facilities.

Scenery: Stunning views of the Atlantic Ocean, rugged cliffs, and dense forests.

5. Jasper Park Lodge Golf Course, Alberta

Overview: Another gem in the Canadian Rockies, Jasper Park Lodge is known for its beautiful setting 

and classic design.

Course Design: Designed by Stanley Thompson, the course features wide fairways, strategically placed 

bunkers, and large greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 9th hole and the challenging par-4 14th hole.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, pro shop, and luxurious resort accommodations.

Scenery: Majestic mountain views, pristine lakes, and lush forests.

6. Hamilton Golf and Country Club, Ontario

Overview: Located in Ancaster, Ontario, Hamilton Golf and Country Club is known for its challenging 

layout and rich history.

Course Design: Designed by Harry Colt, the course features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and 

undulating greens.

Highlights: The demanding par-4 9th hole and the scenic par-3 13th hole.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, comprehensive practice facilities, and a well-stocked pro shop.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with mature trees and rolling terrain.

7. Fairmont Chateau Whistler Golf Club, British Columbia

Overview: Situated at the base of Blackcomb Mountain, Fairmont Chateau Whistler offers a unique 
mountain golfing experience.

Course Design: Designed by Robert Trent Jones Jr., the course features dramatic elevation changes, 

wide fairways, and large greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 8th hole and the challenging par-4 18th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and luxurious resort accommodations.

Scenery: Stunning mountain views, lush forests, and pristine lakes.

8. Royal Montreal Golf Club (Blue Course), Quebec

Overview: The oldest golf club in North America, Royal Montreal's Blue Course is known for its 
challenging layout and rich history.

Course Design: Designed by Dick Wilson, the course features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and fast 
greens.

Highlights: The demanding par-4 12th hole and the scenic par-3 15th hole.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, comprehensive practice facilities, and a well-stocked pro shop.

Scenery: Beautifully landscaped with mature trees and rolling terrain.

9. Glen Abbey Golf Club, Ontario

Overview: Located in Oakville, Ontario, Glen Abbey is known for its challenging layout and as the 

longtime host of the Canadian Open.

Course Design: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, the course features wide fairways, strategic bunkering, and 

large greens.

Highlights: The famous "Valley Holes," including the scenic par-3 11th hole and the challenging par-5 
18th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, pro shop, and extensive practice facilities.

Scenery: Picturesque setting with rolling hills, mature trees, and tranquil water features.

10. Capilano Golf and Country Club, British Columbia

Overview: Located in West Vancouver, Capilano is known for its stunning views of the city and 
challenging layout.

Course Design: Designed by Stanley Thompson, the course features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, 
and undulating greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 5th hole and the challenging par-4 14th hole.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, pro shop, and excellent practice facilities.

Scenery: Majestic views of Vancouver, lush forests, and pristine landscapes.



Chapter 4: Top 10 Golf Courses in 
Mexico
Mexico, with its diverse landscapes and rich cultural heritage, offers some of the most stunning and unique 

golf courses in North America. From the dramatic coastal views of Cabo San Lucas to the lush tropical 

settings of Riviera Maya, Mexican golf courses provide a unique blend of challenge, beauty, and luxury. In 
this chapter, we'll explore the top golf courses in Mexico, ranked and reviewed to help you plan your next 

golfing adventure.

Overview of Golf in Mexico
Golf has become increasingly popular in Mexico over the past few decades, with numerous world-class 
courses designed by some of the game's most renowned architects. The country's varied geography allows 

for a wide range of course designs, from desert layouts to tropical paradises. Mexico's golf courses are 

known for their spectacular settings, impeccable maintenance, and luxurious amenities, making them a 
favorite destination for golf enthusiasts from around the world.

List of Ranked Courses
Diamante Dunes, Cabo San Lucas1.

Cabo del Sol (Ocean Course), Cabo San Lucas2.

El Camaleón Mayakoba, Playa del Carmen3.

Quivira Golf Club, Cabo San Lucas4.

Vidanta Golf (Nicklaus Course), Nuevo Vallarta5.

Puerto Los Cabos, San José del Cabo6.

Palmilla Golf Club, San José del Cabo7.

Vista Vallarta (Nicklaus Course), Puerto Vallarta8.

Punta Mita (Pacifico Course), Punta Mita9.

Marina Ixtapa Golf Club, Ixtapa10.



Rankings and Detailed Reviews
Let's dive into the rankings of the top golf courses in Mexico. Each course has been evaluated based on 

design, conditions, playability, amenities, scenery, historical significance, reviews, and accessibility.

1. Diamante Dunes, Cabo San Lucas

Overview: Designed by Davis Love III, Diamante Dunes is often ranked as the top golf course in Mexico. 
It offers a true links-style experience with dramatic views of the Pacific Ocean.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, natural sand dunes, and challenging greens. It 
seamlessly blends with the rugged coastal landscape.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 17th hole, played along the edge of the Pacific, and the demanding par-4 
18th hole.

Amenities: Luxurious clubhouse, top-tier practice facilities, and exclusive member services.

Scenery: Stunning ocean views, rolling dunes, and pristine beaches.

2. Cabo del Sol (Ocean Course), Cabo San Lucas

Overview: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, the Ocean Course at Cabo del Sol is known for its breathtaking 
oceanfront holes and challenging layout.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, strategic bunkering, and large greens. Several holes 
play directly along the Sea of Cortez.

Highlights: The iconic par-3 17th hole and the scenic par-4 18th hole along the coast.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, comprehensive practice facilities, and excellent dining options.

Scenery: Spectacular ocean views, rocky cliffs, and lush landscaping.

3. El Camaleón Mayakoba, Playa del Carmen

Overview: Designed by Greg Norman, El Camaleón is known for its diverse ecosystem and unique 

layout, winding through tropical jungle, mangroves, and oceanfront stretches.

Course Design: The course features narrow fairways, challenging hazards, and fast greens. It is also 
home to the PGA Tour's Mayakoba Golf Classic.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 7th hole, with a green surrounded by mangroves, and the challenging par-4 
15th hole along the beach.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, luxurious accommodations, and top-notch practice facilities.

Scenery: Beautiful coastal views, lush jungle, and tranquil lagoons.

4. Quivira Golf Club, Cabo San Lucas

Overview: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, Quivira is known for its dramatic clifftop holes and stunning 
ocean views. The course offers a unique and challenging golfing experience.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, strategic bunkering, and undulating greens. Several 
holes play along the edge of rugged cliffs.

Highlights: The breathtaking par-4 5th hole and the dramatic par-3 13th hole.

Amenities: Luxurious clubhouse, high-end practice facilities, and exclusive member services.

Scenery: Spectacular views of the Pacific Ocean, rugged cliffs, and desert landscapes.

5. Vidanta Golf (Nicklaus Course), Nuevo Vallarta

Overview: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, the Nicklaus Course at Vidanta is known for its beautiful setting 

and challenging layout, winding through tropical jungle and along the Ameca River.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, numerous water hazards, and large greens. It offers a 
mix of scenic beauty and strategic challenges.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 3rd hole and the challenging par-4 14th hole along the river.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, extensive practice facilities, and luxurious resort accommodations.

Scenery: Stunning views of the Sierra Madre Mountains, lush jungle, and tranquil riverfront.

6. Puerto Los Cabos, San José del Cabo

Overview: Featuring two nine-hole courses designed by Greg Norman and Jack Nicklaus, Puerto Los 

Cabos offers a diverse and scenic golfing experience.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, dramatic elevation changes, and challenging greens. 

The layout blends seamlessly with the desert and coastal landscape.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 6th hole on the Nicklaus course and the dramatic par-4 5th hole on the 
Norman course.

Amenities: Elegant clubhouse, high-end practice facilities, and luxurious resort amenities.

Scenery: Spectacular ocean views, rolling desert terrain, and lush landscaping.

7. Palmilla Golf Club, San José del Cabo

Overview: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, Palmilla Golf Club is known for its beautiful setting and 

challenging layout. The course offers stunning views of the Sea of Cortez.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, strategic bunkering, and undulating greens. It offers 
a mix of desert and coastal holes.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 3rd hole on the Arroyo course and the challenging par-4 5th hole on the 
Mountain course.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, comprehensive practice facilities, and luxurious resort 

accommodations.

Scenery: Stunning ocean views, rugged desert terrain, and lush landscaping.

8. Vista Vallarta (Nicklaus Course), Puerto Vallarta

Overview: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, the Nicklaus Course at Vista Vallarta is known for its beautiful 

setting and challenging layout. The course offers stunning views of the surrounding mountains and 

jungle.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, numerous water hazards, and large greens. It offers a 
mix of scenic beauty and strategic challenges.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 4th hole and the challenging par-4 15th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, extensive practice facilities, and luxurious resort accommodations.

Scenery: Stunning views of the Sierra Madre Mountains, lush jungle, and tranquil riverfront.

9. Punta Mita (Pacifico Course), Punta Mita

Overview: Designed by Jack Nicklaus, the Pacifico Course at Punta Mita is known for its unique island 

green and stunning ocean views. The course offers a mix of coastal and jungle holes.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, numerous water hazards, and large greens. The 

iconic "Tail of the Whale" island green is a standout feature.

Highlights: The dramatic par-3 3B hole, played to an island green, and the scenic par-4 18th hole along 
the beach.

Amenities: Luxurious clubhouse, high-end practice facilities, and exclusive resort amenities.

Scenery: Spectacular ocean views, lush jungle, and tranquil beaches.

10. Marina Ixtapa Golf Club, Ixtapa

Overview: Designed by Robert Trent Jones Jr., Marina Ixtapa Golf Club is known for its beautiful setting 

and challenging layout. The course offers stunning views of the Pacific Ocean and the surrounding 
marina.

Course Design: The course features narrow fairways, numerous water hazards, and challenging greens. 

It offers a mix of scenic beauty and strategic challenges.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 4th hole and the challenging par-5 18th hole along the marina.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, extensive practice facilities, and luxurious resort accommodations.

Scenery: Stunning ocean views, lush tropical landscaping, and tranquil marina.



Chapter 5: 10 Hidden Gems and 
Underrated Courses
While the most famous golf courses often steal the spotlight, there are numerous hidden gems and 
underrated courses across North America that offer unique and memorable golfing experiences. These 

courses may not always make the top rankings, but they provide exceptional play, beautiful scenery, and a 

distinct character that sets them apart. In this chapter, we'll explore some of these lesser-known treasures, 
showcasing their charm and appeal.

Overview of Lesser-Known Courses
Hidden gems and underrated courses often offer a more intimate and relaxed golfing experience. These 

courses can be found in diverse settings, from rural landscapes to coastal areas, and often provide a 
challenging yet enjoyable round of golf. Many of these courses are beloved by locals and provide a sense of 

discovery and adventure for those willing to explore beyond the well-trodden paths.

List of Ranked Courses
Bandon Trails, Oregon1.

Streamsong (Blue Course), Florida2.

Tobacco Road Golf Club, North Carolina3.

Rustic Canyon Golf Course, California4.

Pasatiempo Golf Club, California5.

Wild Horse Golf Club, Nebraska6.

Gamble Sands, Washington7.

Kingsley Club, Michigan8.

Arcadia Bluffs Golf Club, Michigan9.

Sand Valley Golf Resort, Wisconsin10.



Rankings and Detailed Reviews

Here are some of the hidden gems and underrated golf courses in North America, each offering a unique 

blend of challenge, beauty, and character.

1. Bandon Trails, Oregon

Overview: Part of the Bandon Dunes Golf Resort, Bandon Trails is often overshadowed by its more 

famous siblings but offers an equally compelling experience.

Course Design: Designed by Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw, the course meanders through dunes, 
meadows, and forest.

Highlights: The scenic par-4 14th hole and the challenging par-3 5th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, extensive practice facilities, and on-site accommodations.

Scenery: A mix of coastal dunes, lush meadows, and dense forests.

2. Streamsong (Blue Course), Florida

Overview: Streamsong Resort features three courses, with the Blue Course designed by Tom Doak 

offering a unique links-style experience in the heart of Florida.

Course Design: The course features wide fairways, dramatic elevation changes, and fast greens.

Highlights: The stunning par-5 7th hole and the challenging par-3 16th hole.

Amenities: Luxurious clubhouse, top-tier practice facilities, and resort accommodations.

Scenery: Rolling terrain, natural sand dunes, and scenic water features.

3. Tobacco Road Golf Club, North Carolina

Overview: Known for its bold design and dramatic features, Tobacco Road is a favorite among those 
who appreciate a unique and challenging course.

Course Design: Designed by Mike Strantz, the course features rugged bunkers, blind shots, and 
undulating greens.

Highlights: The dramatic par-5 13th hole and the scenic par-4 18th hole.

Amenities: Rustic clubhouse, practice facilities, and a well-stocked pro shop.

Scenery: Rolling sand dunes, lush vegetation, and natural beauty.

4. Rustic Canyon Golf Course, California

Overview: Located in the hills of Ventura County, Rustic Canyon offers a minimalist design and a pure 

golfing experience.

Course Design: Designed by Gil Hanse, the course features wide fairways, strategic bunkering, and firm, 

fast greens.

Highlights: The challenging par-4 12th hole and the scenic par-3 6th hole.

Amenities: Simple clubhouse, practice facilities, and a relaxed atmosphere.

Scenery: Rolling hills, natural sandscapes, and scenic vistas.

5. Pasatiempo Golf Club, California

Overview: Designed by Alister MacKenzie, Pasatiempo is a historic gem located near Santa Cruz, known 

for its challenging layout and beautiful scenery.

Course Design: The course features narrow fairways, deep bunkers, and undulating greens.

Highlights: The iconic par-3 16th hole and the challenging par-4 18th hole.

Amenities: Historic clubhouse, practice facilities, and excellent dining options.

Scenery: Rolling hills, mature trees, and stunning views of Monterey Bay.

6. Wild Horse Golf Club, Nebraska

Overview: Often regarded as one of the best public courses in the Midwest, Wild Horse offers a true 

links-style experience.

Course Design: Designed by Dave Axland and Dan Proctor, the course features wide fairways, natural 
sand dunes, and firm, fast greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-4 7th hole and the challenging par-3 15th hole.

Amenities: Simple clubhouse, practice facilities, and a relaxed atmosphere.

Scenery: Open prairie, rolling dunes, and wide-open vistas.

7. Gamble Sands, Washington

Overview: Located in the high desert of Washington, Gamble Sands offers a unique links-style 

experience with stunning views of the Columbia River.

Course Design: Designed by David McLay Kidd, the course features wide fairways, large greens, and 

strategic bunkering.

Highlights: The scenic par-4 2nd hole and the dramatic par-3 16th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, excellent practice facilities, and on-site accommodations.

Scenery: Rolling sand dunes, desert landscape, and views of the Columbia River.

8. Kingsley Club, Michigan

Overview: A private course known for its minimalist design and challenging layout, Kingsley Club offers 

a pure golfing experience.

Course Design: Designed by Mike DeVries, the course features wide fairways, natural hazards, and fast 

greens.

Highlights: The challenging par-4 9th hole and the scenic par-3 12th hole.

Amenities: Rustic clubhouse, practice facilities, and an exclusive atmosphere.

Scenery: Rolling hills, natural sandscapes, and wooded areas.

9. Arcadia Bluffs Golf Club, Michigan

Overview: Located along the shores of Lake Michigan, Arcadia Bluffs offers stunning views and a 
challenging links-style layout.

Course Design: Designed by Warren Henderson and Rick Smith, the course features wide fairways, deep 

bunkers, and large greens.

Highlights: The dramatic par-5 11th hole and the scenic par-3 12th hole.

Amenities: Luxurious clubhouse, top-tier practice facilities, and on-site accommodations.

Scenery: Spectacular views of Lake Michigan, rolling dunes, and lush landscaping.

10. Sand Valley Golf Resort, Wisconsin

Overview: Sand Valley offers a unique links-style experience in the heart of Wisconsin, with two courses 
designed by Bill Coore and Ben Crenshaw.

Course Design: The courses feature wide fairways, natural sand dunes, and fast greens.

Highlights: The scenic par-3 17th hole and the challenging par-4 18th hole.

Amenities: Modern clubhouse, extensive practice facilities, and on-site accommodations.

Scenery: Rolling sand dunes, natural vegetation, and wide-open vistas.



Chapter 6: Planning Your Golf Trips
Planning a golf trip involves more than just picking a destination and booking tee times. To make the most 

of your golfing adventure, you'll want to consider various factors such as the right golf course for your skill 
level, booking tee times and packages, travel and accommodation options, and additional activities to 

enhance your trip. This chapter will guide you through the process of planning a memorable and enjoyable 
golf trip.

How to Choose the Right Golf Course for Your Skill 
Level
Selecting the appropriate golf course for your skill level is crucial for an enjoyable experience. Here's a guide 

to help you make the best choice:

Beginners:

Look for: Courses with wide fairways, fewer hazards, and shorter yardages.

Examples: Executive courses, par-3 courses, and courses with multiple tee boxes.

Intermediate Players:

Look for: Courses that offer a mix of challenge and playability, with a variety of hole lengths and 
strategic hazards.

Examples: Courses with multiple tee options, moderate bunkering, and varied terrain.

Advanced Players:

Look for: Courses with challenging layouts, difficult greens, and strategic hazards.

Examples: Championship courses, courses with narrow fairways, and courses hosting major 

tournaments.

Tips for Choosing the Right Course:

Research: Read reviews and course descriptions online to get a sense of the course's difficulty and 
features.

1.

Consult Locals: Ask for recommendations from local golfers or golf shops.2.

Consider Your Goals: Whether you're looking to improve your skills or simply enjoy a relaxed round, 
choose a course that aligns with your objectives.

3.

Booking Tee Times and Packages
Booking tee times and golf packages in advance can save you time, money, and ensure you get the best 

possible experience. Here are some tips for booking:

Booking Tee Times:

Online Reservations: Many courses offer online booking systems that allow you to select your 

preferred tee times.

Golf Apps: Use golf-specific apps like GolfNow or TeeOff to find available tee times and special deals.

Call the Course: For personalized service, call the course directly to book your tee time and ask about 

any special offers.

Golf Packages:

Stay-and-Play Packages: Many golf resorts offer packages that include accommodations and rounds of 

golf at a discounted rate.

Group Packages: If you're traveling with a group, look for packages that cater to groups and offer 

additional perks like free rounds or cart rentals.

Custom Packages: Some travel agencies specialize in golf vacations and can create custom packages 
based on your preferences and budget.

Tips for Booking:

Book Early: Popular courses and peak seasons can fill up quickly, so book as far in advance as possible.1.

Flexible Dates: If possible, be flexible with your dates to take advantage of lower rates and better 
availability.

2.

Check for Deals: Look for special promotions, discounts, and package deals to save money.3.

Travel and Accommodation Tips
Choosing the right travel and accommodation options can enhance your golf trip experience. Here are some 
tips to help you plan:

Travel:

Flights: Look for flights to the nearest major airport and consider the travel time to the golf course. 

Check for airlines that offer special rates for golfers or allow golf bags without extra fees.

Ground Transportation: Renting a car can give you flexibility to explore the area and visit multiple 

courses. Some golf resorts offer shuttle services from the airport.

Accommodation:

On-Course Lodging: Staying at a golf resort allows you to be close to the course and take advantage of 

on-site amenities.

Hotels: Look for hotels that are conveniently located near the course and offer amenities like breakfast, 
free parking, and Wi-Fi.

Vacation Rentals: For a more home-like experience, consider renting a house or condo, especially if 
you're traveling with a group.

Tips for Accommodation:

Proximity: Choose accommodations close to the course to minimize travel time and maximize your 
time on the course.

1.

Amenities: Look for accommodations that offer amenities like a pool, spa, and dining options to 

enhance your stay.

2.

Reviews: Read reviews from other travelers to ensure the quality and comfort of the accommodations.3.

Additional Activities to Enhance Your Trip
While golf may be the main focus of your trip, incorporating additional activities can make your experience 

more enjoyable and memorable. Here are some ideas:

Local Attractions:

Sightseeing: Explore local landmarks, historical sites, and natural attractions.

Outdoor Activities: Consider activities like hiking, fishing, or boating for a change of pace.

Cultural Experiences: Visit museums, art galleries, and cultural festivals to immerse yourself in the 

local culture.

Dining and Entertainment:

Local Cuisine: Try local restaurants and sample regional specialties.

Nightlife: Check out local bars, clubs, and entertainment venues for a fun night out.

Events: Look for local events, concerts, and shows happening during your visit.

Relaxation:

Spa Services: Many golf resorts offer spa services, including massages, facials, and wellness 

treatments.

Beach Days: If you're near the coast, spend a relaxing day at the beach.

Leisure Activities: Enjoy leisure activities like swimming, tennis, or lounging by the pool.

Tips for Additional Activities:

Plan Ahead: Research and plan additional activities in advance to ensure availability and make the 

most of your trip.

1.

Balance Your Schedule: Allow for downtime to relax and recharge between rounds of golf and other 

activities.

2.

Get Local Recommendations: Ask locals or resort staff for recommendations on the best things to do in 
the area.

3.

By carefully planning your golf trip and considering all aspects, from choosing the right courses to booking 
accommodations and additional activities, you can ensure a memorable and enjoyable golfing adventure. 

Whether you're traveling alone, with friends, or with family, these tips will help you make the most of your 
time on and off the course.

https://www.golfnow.com/
https://www.teeoff.com/
https://outdoorsaga.com/
https://fishingfount.com/


Conclusion
As we wrap up our journey through the top golf courses in North America, 

it's clear that the continent offers a diverse and thrilling array of golfing 
experiences. From the iconic greens of Augusta National to the stunning 

landscapes of Cabot Links, each course has its unique charm and challenge.

Golf is more than just a sport; it's a passion and a source of joy. Whether 
you're a seasoned player or a casual golfer, the courses highlighted in this e-

book provide opportunities to test your skills, enjoy breathtaking scenery, 

and immerse yourself in the rich tradition of golf.

Remember to choose courses that match your skill level, book your tee 
times and packages in advance, and explore local attractions to enhance 

your trips. With careful planning, each golf trip can be a memorable 

adventure.

Thank you for joining me in this exploration of North America's finest golf 
courses. May your future rounds be filled with great shots, stunning views, 

and unforgettable experiences on the green. Here's to many more 
adventures in the wonderful world of golf!
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